Surrey News
The newsletter for BTO members and volunteers in Surrey
Autumn 2018

Dear Member/Volunteer
This is a somewhat belated autumn newsletter from me but you could say autumn has only just
begun so far as the trees are concerned. Around me the beech trees are just beginning to turn to
the most beautiful yellows and orange with the other species of trees adding their own colour mix.
However the winter migrants are definitely here. I saw my first Redwing on 2nd October which was
when we had wonderfully warm temperatures.
In my spring newsletter I mentioned retirement from my paid job (Surrey Regional Rep is a voluntary
role). Unfortunately it did not quite happen when planned (14th February) but I finally managed full
retirement from paid employment on 14th August (only 6 months late!) and since then (as everyone
who is retired says) I have been busier than ever.
Unfortunately not by getting out and birdwatching (apart from those I see in my garden) but I am
lucky enough to be off to Norfolk for a few days shortly so I will be out as much as possible whilst up
there.
Part of my time, in the last few weeks, has been dealing with the new BTO surveys taking place
over this winter (Owls and winter birds) of which more below – if you cannot wait go to pages 4 and
5 but first of all an update on the annual BTO surveys
Wetland Bird Survey (WeBS)
Thanks to everyone who already takes part in
WeBS. There are a number of WeBS sites that
are vacant in the region (which includes southwest London). If you’re interested in taking on
a site, have a look at the WeBS Vacant Sites
tool (see below) and contact me if you think
you can help.
Remember I can create new WeBS sites if
there is an area of water (including canals and
rivers) which is not currently surveyed. Such
sites are visible on the tool as well

https://app.bto.org/websonline/sites/vacant/vacant-sites.jsp)
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Heronries Census
The BTO has been celebrating the 90th anniversary
of the Heronries Census this year and has been
encouraging better coverage of heronries across the
UK. If you’ve been helping out with the census
(thank you!) and, for those who have not done so
yet, please submit your data online as soon as
possible.
Although the Vacant Sites tool on the BTO website
at https://app.bto.org/colonies/public/vacant-sites.jsp
seems to show that there are “currently available
sites”, this is because I have old sites that need
checking out. These are in 10 KM squares SU84,
SU95, TQ05, TQ06, TQ15 and TQ16. The winter is
a good opportunity to visit sites, and explore access,
and see if there are any visible nests/trees that
might have been used this year. Please let me
know if you would like to check sites for me. I really
do want to get old, now unused, sites removed from
the current list. If I can do this it will confirm that I
have all known sites covered.
This year the number of nests at the sites, where I
have results in, are very similar to last year’s results.
The site with the most nests is in TQ15 with 18
nests. Two sites have only 2 – TQ15 & TQ06.
Breeding Bird Survey & Waterways Breeding Bird Survey
Thanks to everyone who has submitted their data for the 2018 season so far. I was really pleased
to have 87 out of 108 squares allocated this summer. The online data entry system closed on 31
October so, for any BBS surveyor who has not entered their data yet (I know there are a few who
have told me they have still to do so, please complete the paper recording form and pop it in the
post to BTO HQ (and let me know that you have done so). Two squares have become vacant since
the summer making 23 available for next summer’s survey. Please take a look at the map
(https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/request-square.jsp) to see if there are any near you if you would like
to get involved or would like to take on another square. Alternatively have a look at the list below.
This includes WBBS sites as two of them have become vacant too.
If you are not sure if you have the skills for BBS or WBBS, why not come on my practice course
(details on page 8)
Squares/Rivers needing surveyors as at 1 November 2018

10km

BBS Name

BBS Grid
Ref

10km

BBS Name

SU93

SE of Haslemere

SU9430

TQ05

SU93

SE of Haslemere
North-east of Fox
Corner

SU9231

TQ06

SU9755

TQ14

Woking
North
Weybridge
North east of
Gomshall

SU95
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BBS Grid
Ref
TQ0059
TQ0765
TQ1049

SU95

Knaphill
Longcross/
Wentworth

SU9658

TQ24

SU9866

TQ24

TQ0837

TQ25

TQ0240

TQ25

TQ04

SE of Cranleigh
Palmers Cross
(S of Wonersh)
Fowls Copse (N of
Cranleigh)

TQ0641

TQ25

TQ05

E of West Horsley

TQ0952

TQ34

TQ05

SE of Woking

TQ0258

10km

WBBS Name

TQ06

Basingstoke C/R
Wey Navigation

SU96
TQ03
TQ04

St Johns
(Reigate)

TQ2749

Reigate
South
Merstham
M23 SE of
Chaldon

TQ2649

TQ2150

TQ35

Betchworth
South of
Godstone
S of
Woldingham

WBBS Grid
Ref

10km

WBBS Name

WBBS Grid
Ref

TQ0460

TQ06

River Wey
(Send)

TQ2952
TQ2954

TQ3647
TQ3755

TQ0056

I still have to analyse the BBS results for Surrey for the 2018 survey season so I will report on the
results in my 2019 spring newsletter.
In August, BBS data was used in a new
paper looking at trends in nine UK mammal
species. Three of the four deer species
monitored show increasing abundance
across a significant part of their UK ranges,
with only Red Deer appearing stable.
One of the biggest surprises, however, is the
large scale declines in Red Fox populations
in the countryside. In central-southern
England and Wales between 20% and 50%
of foxes have been lost in the last 20 years.
Huge thanks to all the BBS volunteers that
count the mammals on their BBS squares

Fallow Deer

https://www.bto.org/news-events/press-releases/bird-surveyors-help-shed-new-light-changing-mammalpopulations

BBS Outside Surrey - Upland squares
Early indications are that the Upland Rovers method has gone well again this year, with 95 squares
covered, and of those 56 squares were covered for two visits. The BTO’s approach is used on a
subset of BBS squares that have previously had very little coverage, are upland in nature, and are
far away from roads and where people live. All other BBS squares must receive the two visits as
standard. It was a difficult decision to make, but the BTO felt Upland Rovers is providing the chance
to gather data from areas which would otherwise remain completely uncovered. They will be running
Upland Rovers again in 2019, so if you think you might be holidaying in the uplands next
spring/summer and might be able to help, have a look at the Upland Rovers map online:
https://app.bto.org/bbs/public/upland-rovers.jsp
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BirdTrack
I am told that there has been quite a lot of ‘behind the scenes’ work on BirdTrack recently, including
updating the species list that is used and introducing a new verification system for local bird
recorders. Also that the BTO been working on a new easier way of entering your birds too – take a
look at https://app.bto.org/birdtrack2/main/data-home-new.jsp. I have not had a chance to look
properly yet but the message on the screen says “Welcome to the redesigned BirdTrack website which has
some new features that are gradually being rolled out. Please give us your feedback on any bugs that you encounter or
ways that we can make BirdTrack even better. We're interested in any issues you may notice” .So do have a look and

let the BTO have your comments.
Tawny Owl Point Survey
This survey started on 15 August and ran to 15 October. Previous surveys were run in 1989 and
2005 and the BTO for this 2018 survey has used methods compatible with those prior surveys. The
purpose of the survey is to give the BTO the opportunity to assess changes in occupancy over time.
You can read more about the survey here: https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl/tawnyowl-point-survey.
The way the priority 10-km squares fell on the OS grid meant there was just one 10 km square to
get covered namely TQ16 which is partly SW London and partly Surrey. With a lot of help from the
Surbiton and District Birdwatching Society (especially Thelma Caine and Graham Avison) all the
squares in TQ16 were covered. I have yet to check the results so will let you know have them in my
spring newsletter. Although this particular Owl survey was in just one area, you can now get
involved with a Tawny Owl survey from your own home (see page 5).

New surveys
English Winter Bird Survey
The BTO recently heard that they had
secured funding from Natural England to
run a winter bird survey, in England, for
one winter only. The focus of this volunteer
survey will be to assess bird populations
occupying the farmed landscape whilst
monitoring the availability of food
resources throughout the winter period.
This work will enable the BTO to gain a
better understanding of how limited food
availability during winter is contributing to
the overall decline in breeding farmland
bird numbers by attempting to identify the
“hungry gap”, when food is at its shortest
supply.
Green Woodpecker (juvenile)
To date there has been no national-scale monitoring of the effects of agri-environment scheme
(AES) management on birds in winter, which is particularly important because the most successful
AES options for birds have found to be those that primarily affect birds in winter. This study will aim
to collect information on the use of AES options alongside other food resources available in winter.
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The new survey will largely be based on the BBS square protocol and will involve monthly counts of
birds and Brown Hares (plus other mammals seen) from 1st December 2018 to 31st March 2019.
The aim is to capture changes in the use of farmland through the winter. The focus will be on BBS
squares that are dominated by farmland. The survey method will involve following the summer
transects routes, as much as possible, with surveys conducted at any time of day, excluding the
hour immediately after sunrise and that immediately before sunset.
You may think that there is not much farmland in Surrey but the BTO have told me that 65 of my 109
squares are priority ones i.e. farmland or part farmland so I should try to get those 65 squares
covered. Of these 65, 16 of them were not covered in summer 2018 so, as you can see, I do need
help with this survey.
Whilst the survey is focused on English farmland, with analysis of data for the English squares, the
BTO identified that volunteers from other areas and habitats may want to contribute data and
therefore, the data entry system is going to be open to all areas of the UK (whether farmland or not)
so please do get involved. The survey should be a bit easier than BBS as there will not be leaves
on the trees and birds tend to be in flocks more.
Here is some more info about the survey including dates:December 1st - 31st First EWBS visit
January 1st - 31st Second EWBS visit
February 1st - 28th Third EWBS visit
March 1st - 31st Fourth EWBS visit
It is a maximum of four visits (one per month) to the EWBS square throughout the winter. However,
if it is only possible to make two visits, these must be completed between January and March. It
may be helpful to conduct an optional reconnaissance only visit in November to check the transect
route (if a new site) or access. The survey should not be carried out in heavy rain, very poor
visibility or strong wind.
Tawny Owl Calling Survey
As part of the BTO’s wider ‘Project Owl’
work, they are also running this very
simple survey which started on 30
September and runs to the end of
March. The survey looks at the calling
behaviour of Tawny Owls across
Britain. Volunteers are asked to listen
out from any green space such as their
garden, local park or woodland, for 20
minutes, no more than once a week.
Whilst weekly records would be really
valuable, the BTO appreciates it is not
always possible to take part every
week, so just contribute what you can.
You do listen from the same time and
place. Volunteers choose what time to
listen too, so it really couldn’t be easier
Tawny Owl
to take part. Even if you don’t
hear Tawny Owls from your garden, the BTO are still very keen for you to take part, as reports of
nothing being heard are just as important. You can sign up for the survey online at
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/project-owl/tawny-owl-calling-survey or request a survey pack
from BTO HQ.
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In Surrey 163 sites have been registered for the survey so far, which is fantastic (one of which is my
home where I do regularly hear Tawny Owls). Indeed a couple of weeks ago I saw one in the middle
of the day when it flew off after being mobbed by Jays. A real highlight for me that day. Anyway,
back to the survey, it really is a very easy survey, so consider having a go, and tell your friends
about it too.
Resources
Fantastic online resources
The BTO website hosts some really excellent online resources which are worth looking at from time
to time.
BirdTrends - information from a range of key breeding season surveys and schemes. This was
updated to include data from 2018 in mid-October.
www.bto.org/birdtrends
Bird Facts - full of facts and figures for around 270 species
www.bto.org/about-birds/birdfacts
Online Ringing and Nest Recording Report
These summaries provide information on the numbers of birds ringed and reports (recoveries) of
ringed birds received for the whole Ringing Scheme, covering Britain and Ireland, as well as broken
down by country and local bird recording area (in Britain) or county (Ireland). Includes 2017 data.
https://www.bto.org/volunteer-surveys/ringing/publications/online-ringing-reports
There’s an interesting ringing record of a Coot, which had been fitted with colour-rings, moving from
Regent’s Park to Nottinghamshire, a distance of 168km, and resighted seven months after ringing.
This could be an example of juvenile dispersal (ring: GV49812):
First-year
Seen alive
Seen alive

28.09.2016
15.12.2016
28.04.2017

Regent’s Park
Regent’s Park
Attenborough Nature Reserve (Nottinghamshire)

Coot
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An idea for a Christmas present

Copies of The Surrey Bird Atlas 2007-2012 are
still available. It is a wonderful book (and I had
nothing to do with the writing or publishing of
it). My only involvement was I contributed
some of the raw data used in the analysis and
maps plus I have been sending out copies as
they have been ordered. If you would like an
order form just drop me an email
bto@waxwing.plus.com

Events
BTO Annual conference
The BTO annual conference is held at The Hayes Conference Centre, at Swanwick in Derbyshire.
It’s always a really great weekend, with excellent talks and a chance to meet up with other BTO
supporters and staff. It’s held over the weekend of 7–9 December. See: https://www.bto.org/newsevents/events/2018-12/bto-annual-conference-2018 for more details. I am going to be there so
would welcome meeting you there.
Field Trips
I know that I am plugging Surrey Bird Club below but I am the membership secretary so it would be
nice to get some more members. There are other local groups who also run field trips and here are
their contact details:
Crawley RSPB

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/crawley/

Croydon RSPB

https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/croydon

East Grinstead RSPB

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/egrinstead

East Surrey RSPB

http://www.eastsurreyrspb.co.uk/

Epsom & Ewell RSPB

http://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/epsom

Dorking & District RSPB

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/dorkinganddistrict

Guildford RSPB

https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/guildford

North-West Surrey RSPB

https://www.rspb.org.uk/groups/nwsurrey/
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Richmond RSPB

www.rspb.org.uk/groups/richmond

Surbiton & District Birdwatching Society

http://surbitonbirds.org/

Surrey Bird Club field trips
Saturday 24th November, Papercourt Water Meadows for Owls.
14:30 pm start meet at Tannery Lane car park TQ030564 (GU23 7EF).
Leader: Steve Chastell
Saturday 15th December 2018, Barnes Wetland Centre SW13 9WT
Meet in the visitor centre car park at 9.30 am. Morning Only.
Entrance fee payable but concessions available and free for WWT members.
You can get tickets reduced by 10% by applying in advance at
wwt.digitickets.co.uk/category/6905?branches.branchID=332
Leader Me 01276 857736 evenings 07771 804357 on the morning
Saturday 13th April, Chobham Common
Meet at 9 am at Staple Hill Car Park, Chobham, grid ref SU970647 (parking charges apply)
Postcode of KT16 0ED is not accurate to find the car park. It is on the north side of Staple Hill (on
your left when driving out of Chobham) Looking for spring migrants and heathland species. Morning
only
Leader Me 01276 857736 evenings 07771 804357 on the morning
Training
Next spring I will run another BBS Practice Course at Sheepleas nature reserve in East Horsley. It
is going to take place at 9.30 am on Saturday 23rd March. Places are limited so, if you would like to
come along, please book a place with me by e-mailing me penny@waxwing.plus.com
As mentioned earlier in this newsletter my next one will be published in the spring but, in the
meantime, happy birding

Contact details:
Email: Penny Williams (bto@waxwing.plus.com ) Tel: 01276 857736
Note:
If you have an email address (and are receiving this as a paper copy), or would like to update your
contact details, please email info@bto.org (and also copy me in) or telephone the BTO on 01842
750050, or see www.bto.org:
Photographers: Neil Calbrade (Fallow Deer), Anne Carrington-Cotton (Coot), Allan Drewitt (Little
Grebe), John Harding (Grey Heron), Jeremy Moore (Redshank), Moss Taylor (Tawny Owl)
Penny Williams (Green Woodpecker)
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